October 13, 1921] 


NATURE 


231 


nitrate. The products obtained by the electrolysis of 
alkaline bicarbonates with a copper anode, and by 
the electrolysis of solutions of carbon dioxide with 
copper anode under pressure have been examined.— 
M. Philippson : The laws of the electrical resistance of 
living tissues. Cellular membranes behave as capaci¬ 
ties towards alternating currents. Formulae are given 
for the electric conductivity of living tissues, and one 
of the constants in these'formulae characterises the 
physico-chemical state of the protoplasm. 

Sydney. 

Linnean Society of New South Wales, August 31.—Mr. 
G. A. Waterhouse, president, in the chair.—H. J. 
Carter : Australian Coleoptera : notes and new species. 
The paper includes descriptions of Queensland 
material lately acquired by the Queensland Museum, 
of specimens from Northern Territory, and of two 
new species from the Barrington or Mount Royal 
Range, N.S.W. Thirty-six species belonging to 
twenty-six genera in the families Lucanidae, Bupres- 
tidae, Tenebrionidae, and Cistelidae are described as 
new.—G. FI. Hardy : A preliminary revision of some 
genera belonging to the Diptera Brachycera of Aus¬ 
tralia. In this revision certain characters considered 
to be of primary importance are used in defining some 
of the genera. In the Asilidae the antennal char¬ 
acters are used for distinguishing the genera belong¬ 
ing to the sub-family Dasypogoninae. Two robber- 
flies belonging to the genus Blepharotes are described 
as new. The genus Clesthentia, White, is trans¬ 
ferred from the Leptidae to the Therevidae, and taxo¬ 
nomic improvements for the latter family are sug¬ 
gested. Attention is directed to the need for revision 
of the type specimens of the Australian species of 
Apiocera, the only genus of the Apioceridas repre¬ 
sented in Australia.—j. M. Petrie : The active prin¬ 
ciple of Erythrophloeum Laboucherii. Examination 
of a small amount of air-dried leaves and a few 
beans of Erythrophloeum Laboucherii proved that 
cyanogenetic glucosides and saponins were absent, 
but that a small percentage of a poisonous alkaloid 
was present. 2-8 kg. of leaves yielded 56 mg. of 
an amorphous alkaloid, while 290 g. of the beans 
yielded 87 mg. of the same alkaloid. Both the 
chemical and physiological properties of this alkaloid 
prove it to be identical with the erythrophleine of the 
African plant, E. guineense. The general action of the 
digitalis group was observed in experiments carried 
out with the alkaloid of E. Laboucherii on frogs and 
dogs. 
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Diary of Societies. 

THURSDAY, October, 13. 

°n IL w ST £-" r ® OCICT I ( at Royal Sanitary Institute), at 6.- Dr. 
C. W. Krmmins: Springs of Lattg-hter. 

0p ” CAT ', So ^' I ’ Y (at Imperial College of Science), at 7.30.—Dr. C. 
©heard : Thomas Young Oration. 

t^+^7 + ? F L0N1)0?f Section (at Sir John Cass Technical 

a n 8 --‘ Dr - °- R- Hudson: Chairman’s Address. 

Society foe Constbvctive Birth Control and Racial Progress 
an Lecture Room, Hotel Cecil), at 8.—Dr. Marie Stopes : Anec- 
dentia] Address)^’ Present ’ and Future of Birth Control (Presi- 

Abernethian Society (at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital), at 8.30— 
Dr. C. Addison: Medical Men and Publio Life. 

ByrAL Society or Medicine (Neurology Section), at 8.30—P 
Sargent: Presidential Address. 

FRIDAY , October 14. 

Association or Economic Biologists (In Botanical Lecture 
Theatre, Imperial College of Science), at 2.30—Dr. W. Brown 
and Others: Discussion on the Physiology of the Infection 
-Process. 

P™*™™ OF Engineers (Ino.). at 8.—C. H, Woodfleld • 
Electric Cranes. 

Rotal Soctett or Medicine (Ophthalmology Section), at 8.30.— 
J. H. Parsons: The Fourth Cranial Nerve.—E. Clarke: Mile¬ 
stones in Refraction Work. 


SATURDAY , October 15. 

Physiological Society (at Guy’s Hospital), at 4 p.m.—N. W 
MacKeig, M. S. Pembrey, W. R. Spurrell. E. C. Warner, and 
H. J. W. J. Westlake: Changes in Urine and Respiration in 
Relation to Exercise.—G. P. Crowden, Gweada Hill, and M. S. 
Pembrey : Physiological and Anatomical Comparisons of a Pair 
of Identical Twins.—E. D. Adrian and A. Forbes : The All-or- 
Nothing Response of Sensory Nerve Fibres.—G. S. Adair, J 
Barcroft. and A. V. Book: The Identity of Hemoglobin in 
Human Beings.—M. Nagahashi: Magnetic Gas Analysis.—J. C. 
Drummond, G. P. Crowden, and Gwenda Hill: Nutrition on High 
Protein Dietaries.—B. J. Collingwood: The Constitution of 
Blood after the Intravenous Injection of (a) a Solution of 
Thrombin, prepared by the Gamgee Method: and ( b ) Tissue 
Extract.—A. V. Hill and W. E. L. Brown: The Effect of C0 2 
on the Heat of Combination of Hfemoglobin and Oxygen.—J. 
Mellanby: Asphyxia by Nitrogen. 

TUESDAY, October 18 

Royal Horticultural Society, at 3.—N. H. Grubb: Some Aspects 
of Apple Pruning. 

Royal College of Physicians, at 4.—Dr. H. R. Spencer: (Harveian 
Oration). 

Zoological Society of London, at 5.30.—The Secretary: Report 
on the Additions made to the Society’s Menagerie during the 
months of June,. July, August, and September, 1921.—M. A. C. 
Hinton : Exhibition of an Embryo Africa Elephant.—A. Stanley 
Hirst: On Some New Parasitic Mites.—Prof. J. Playfair McMur- 
rich: Note on the Systematic Position and Distribution of 
Sagartia luciae. 

WEDNESDAY, October 19. 

Entomological Society of London, at 8. 

Royal Microscopical Society, at 8.—Dr. L. T. Hogben: Preliminary 
Account of the Spermatogenesis of Sphenodon.—D. M. Stump: 
An Application of Polarised Light to Resolution with the Com¬ 
pound Microscope. 

Institution of Automobile Engineers (at Commercial Vehicle and 
Motor Car and Marine Exhibitions, Olympia).—H. S. Hall and 
H. G. Burford; E. H. Arnott: Agricultural Tractors. 

THURSDAY, October 20. 

Royal Aeronautical Society (at Royal Society of Arts), at 5.30.— 
G. Brewer: The Langley Machine and the Hammondsport Trials. 

Chemical Society, at 8.— R. L. Grant and F. L. Pyman: Nitro- 
and Amino-derivatives of 4-Phenylglyoxaline. 
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Institution of Automobile Engineers (at Commercial Vehicle and 
Motor Car and Marine Exhibitions, Olympia).—T. Clarkson: 
Coke as a Fuel for Commercial Vehicles.—W. D. Williamson: 
Loading Devices for Commercial Vehicles. 

FRIDAY , October 21. 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers, at 6.—Dr. W. Rosenhain, 
S. L. Archbutt, and Dr. D. Hanson: Eleventh Report to the 
Alloys Research Committee on Some Alloys of Aluminium. 

PUBLIC LECTURES. 

(A number in brackets indicates the number 0 f a lecture 
in a course.) 

THURSDAY , October 13. 

King’s College, at 5.30.—H. W. Fitz-Simons: Bridge Construc¬ 
tion (1). 

University College, at 4. —Dr. T. G. Pinches: Babylonian 
Magic (2). 

FRIDAY, October 14. 

University College, at 4.30.—Dr. J. C. Drummond : Nutrition (1). 

SATURDAY, October 15. 

Regent Street Polytechnic, at 10,30. —Prof. H. H. Turner.: 
Modern Astronomical Theories. 

MONDAY, October 17 

King’s College, at 5.30.—H- Moore: Liquid Fuels (1) 

University College, at 5. —Prof. G. Dawes Hicks: The Philo¬ 
sophical Aspects of the Theory of Relativity. 

TUESDAY, October 18. 

King’s College, at 5.30.—Prof. H. Wildon Carr: The Modern 
Scientific Revolution and its Meaning for Philosophy (2).—The 
Perceptual Basis of Physics.—Dr. W. Brown: Psychology and 
Psychotherapy (1).—L. J. Hunt: Cascade Synchronous Motors 
and Generators (1). 

WEDNESDAY, October 19. 

King’s College, at 4.30. —Dr. C. Da Fano: Histology of the Ner¬ 
vous System (2). 
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